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KAMUELA VACUUM COOLING COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 5 14
Kamuela, Hawaii

96743

To Wlium It Mav Concern. November 11. 2005

Thank you for he i n v i t a t i o n 10 the USDA Farm B i l l Forum. Unfor tunate ly , most farmers cannot spare time
away from their farms and wi l l not be able to attend your meeting. We did. however put together some
answers 10 your questions regarding the Farm B i l l . As you are aware, many of the small "family farms"
have been dwind l ing . The fol lowing responses were put together by a small group of farmers (in both
vegetable and flower p roduc t ion) who have continued lo run their businesses despile d i f f i c u l t conditions in
today's fa rming envi ronment .

1 . How should farm pol icy address any unintended consequences and ensure thai such
consequences do not discourage new larmers and the ne.xi generation of farmers from
entering production agriculture?

a. Repeal NAFTA

b. Do NOT pass the Food Safely Act- instead educate the consumers on the need to
wash the i r food.

c. Stop over reyuhi t ing the indus t ry .

d. Regulate foreign produce - many diseases, pests and contamination come in
w i t h importer commodities.

2. How should farm policy be dtsiyiuied to maximize- U.S. competitiveness and our
coun t ry ' s a b i l i t y to ef fec t ive ly compete in global markets?

a. A d i s t i n c t i o n has to be made between U S. faniici's who have large ho ld ings
abroad. and the American fanner vvho larmi on Amer ican soil.

b. The Amer ican farmer who pays ui.\es on (his l and , follows s t r ingent labor laws
and conmbuics lu his c u i n m u i i i i y .should not only be applauded, bin compensated
I h i o L i g h Lax deductions, subsidies and/or incent ives on health care and l iabi l i ty
insurance, worker 's compensa t ion , fue l , e tc

3. How should farm po l i cy be designed to e f fec t ive ly and fa i r ly d i s t r ibu te assistance to
producers?

a. Policy shou ld be based on ac tua l farm income of bonafide farmers that derive at
least 75% of t h e i r income through f a r m i n g a c t i v i t i e s .

-4. How can farm pol icy best achieve conservat ion and envi ronmenta l goals?

u. Farmers have the most 10 lose if we do not protect our environment and conserve
our resources. No t i f i c a t i on of e n v i r o n m e n t a l concerns in specific agr icu l tura l

would be helpful in protect ing the env i ronment .

5. How can Federal r u r a l and fann piograms provide u l f e c n v c assistance in rura l areas'/



a. Protect agricultural lands

i. For example: u by-pass road is being planned to be routed through the
middle of over ;j dozen of active truck and flower farms in Lalamilo
Farm Lois. Inhis road is built a majority of the farmers will have to shut
down operations.

b. Protect, build, and maintain agricultural water sources and storage.

i. For example: The irrigation system North Hawaii was built in the mid
1900's and is in need of major repairs, yet no funds are available to do it.
Without water, agriculture is dead.

6. How should agricultural product development, marketing and research-related issues be
addressed in the next farm bill?

a. Local products should be promoted.

b. Support of the needs of the American farmer.

Thank you once again for this opportunity to provide input into some of the policies that directly
affects our livelihood. In closing, I'd like to add in one more comment. It is important for not
only the individual, bui also the government tu evaluate themselves. Look, not only at your
success, but your failures as well. Too many fanners are being lost. Do we really want to rely on
foreigners to feed our country?

Sincerely,

Larry Nakamoto

President, Kamuela Vacuum Cooling
Cooperative


